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Word wizards create
thelr own worlds

Children relish the
chance to invent
fantastical
characters and the
tallest of tales.

WRITING
ANGIE SCHIAVONE

ITS THURSDAY AFTERMOON aind
Tm sitting next o & pint-sized
pirate whe wans his name and
picture in ﬂle paper. “50¢” he asks,
swinging his swerd around like a
swrashbuckling conduccor. "My
mum reads the Herald" he adds, 10
seal the deal,

Wall, that introduction s as

as he's getting for now. For

urther coverage, Jack Sparrow jor
may have to put pen to paper and
write some kind of mmbmgrm
Afrer all, the pen is mightier
the sword, and he is a student of
the Writing Workshep, se he
shouldn’t have amy problems,

The Writing Workshop s a
creative writing achool for cf
run by  multi-award-winning
novelist and picture book surhar
Bemard Cohen ar various locations

Tm at Annandale Neach Public
School. There are three classes

geouine  workshop
i [dg:mbuth!umafmv

B Tiorating, no wasting
time and the apswer to questions
ut writing I8 always & yes!
All this Teminds me of oy

Yes man,.. Bernard Cohen.

&

writing endeavours. In '_i'ear 4 So could write
wirote my first chapter bock about we could
a group of eool teenagers in a about Cinderella,
band, who seemed to spend all of but make
cheir e chasing fr fleeing fmg hera
MmOnsters an uys. Soun r
P o guye. fat elephant?

1 wasn't even a fan of Josie and Budding author

the Pusiycats or Scooby Dee bur
Cohen sas children - even those
who have yet 1o learn to read and

ﬁw‘muwl

begin a seary story or a funny - S0 we mlﬂ write about

story? " Cohen says, And the m ke he far
answers the kids gmt up with -ul;; "!&i‘rc?nhu
mmhuhoéthslrwﬂﬁnr nhhﬂsenﬂ:m
Pw mil:ln;
et B that [The kids @
W somet m— MW and fo::;
ETE, ﬂmw
It's ahout pnuhl kh:'l.u wﬂ:r a m o
chialle i s s 1
'm-w an exg;m m~ an, denr: r;:
=i ok S b 2 Buind. the
classroom,  bubbling  with ki as their

- wiritten, and cnbﬂml waork with their classm

; down 1o business, ' w%ms and 4
hlmdurk?ﬂﬂb"' Ium pupils also on fairveale

wrﬁng it mj\?‘mﬂ Ome stsdent gers straighe

seems A fough mltpactlddn nto writing Awake Ugly [as

Prodn: Stephen Bazoon

opposed o Sleeping Beauty), which
is about an mscmndac princess who
u‘nhi mnnug:mtu aleep after a

A prince, while an
maerwuawﬂmuhmm*h

The stories the kids come u
whhnreu‘ta]luhm.nmghiiuzg
chapters into a meerkat love w
It gets a mixed response: most

adore ir and d:ema.nd tmare, while

coweering in the comer a romanes.
fverse shours “Mo-soal Mo
more lowel hﬂm scary!
participants

styles,” he says,

exercises whhh IIE dmﬂy |hm1.:
emmulating”

Colen. concedes thar in some
cases, the influence of
and

aurhors such ag LM
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giving
a liberating
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